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Peru's Truth Commission (Comision de la Verdad y Reconciliacion, CVR) has been unsuccessful
in its efforts to interview former President Alberto Fujimori (1990-2000) regarding human rights
abuses committed during his ten years in office. While the former president remains out of reach of
Peruvian authorities, the power and the glory once enjoyed by many close to him have vanished.
In November 2000, as a wave of corruption charges hit his entire administration, Fujimori fled to
Japan, where he has lived in self-imposed exile ever since. He has managed to avoid extradition
through his dual Peruvian-Japanese citizenship and the support of the Japanese government.
Fujimori is accused of human rights violations, corruption, and illicit enrichment. Among the human
rights charges, he is accused of responsibility for two massacres in the 1990s in which 25 people,
suspected of being leftist rebels, were killed by an army death squad (see NotiSur, 2001- 09-07).
Between 1980 and 2000, the CVR estimates that 30,000 Peruvians died from political violence. The
commission has interviewed former Presidents Francisco Morales Bermudez (1975-1980), Fernando
Belaunde Terry (1980-1985) who died June 4, and Alan Garcia (1985-1990). In early September,
CVR president Salomon Lerner traveled to Japan hoping to interview Fujimori. However, Fujimori
refused to receive Lerner. "[Fujimori] has not even had the courtesy to respond to the requests
directed to him," Lerner told a news conference at the Peruvian Embassy in Tokyo. He said Fujimori
did not answer two letters sent to him requesting an interview, but made his refusal known through
his press office.
"I will not participate in the political persecution game....It would be naive of me to take part in
the circus the Truth Commission is staging with this trip to Japan," Fujimori said in a statement
released by Fujiprensa Sept. 9. Calling its efforts a circus was an affront to the commission, Lerner
said. "Likewise, it is an affront to all those victims of the period of violence who have made known
to the commission those injuries they have suffered," he said. Fujimori announced in mid-July that
he intends to run for president in Peru in 2006. Carlos Raffo, spokesperson for the former president,
said that Fujiprensa would work toward that aim. "Everything is being directed toward mounting a
defense of Alberto Fujimori with sights on his return to Peru to be here in 2006, said Raffo.

Swiss banks return Montesinos' money
Meanwhile, legal proceedings against Fujimori's former intelligence chief Vladimiro Montesinos
continue. In July, he was sentenced to nine years in prison for usurping the leadership of the
Servicio de Inteligencia Nacional (SIP). He was also ordered to pay US$3 million in reparations (see
NotiSur, 2002-07-05). He faces at least 65 more criminal charges as well as 140 other complaints that
are pending.
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On Aug. 20, Swiss judicial authorities returned to Peru US$77.5 million from accounts in the name
of Montesinos and other former Peruvian officials charged with corruption and human rights
crimes. The Bern Federal Justice Office said the money had been deposited in Peru's Banco de la
Nacion account at Citibank in New York. Legal authorities in Zurich found that much of the money
came from acts of corruption committed by the former spy chief. "Since 1990, Montesinos received
'commissions' on arms deliveries to Peru and had this bribe money deposited in his bank accounts
in Luxembourg, the US, and Switzerland," said a Swiss justice official. "Montesinos received bribes
for at least 32 transactions, each worth 18% of the purchase price."
Another person whose ill-gotten gains were returned to Peru was Gen. Nicolas de Bari Hermoza
Rios, commander of the Peruvian army under Fujimori, who faces charges of misappropriating
funds from the military budget. Swiss authorities returned US$21 million in accounts in his
name. Another US$6.5 million was returned from accounts belonging to other individuals close to
Montesinos. Minister of Justice Luis Vargas said on Sept. 11 that 1,577 people have been charged or
are under investigation for involvement in Montesinos' corruption network. Pressure drives general
to suicide Meanwhile, a key witness against Montesinos was found dead Sept. 2. "It was an apparent
suicide. It's unfortunate [for the Montesinos case]," said prosecutor Mercedes Velez.
Retired Gen. Oscar Villanueva Vida was under house arrest on embezzlement and conspiracy
charges, as well as charges he used US$20,000 in state funds to buy jewels for Montesinos to give
to Latin American television personality Laura Bozzo. Bozzo, a Peruvian talk-show host popular
across Latin America and with the US Spanish-language audience, was placed under house arrest
in July on charges she took US$3 million from Montesinos. Bozzo, once an outspoken supporter of
Fujimori's government, denies any wrongdoing.
On Sept. 3, Gen. Villanueva's brother said pressure from those who feared that his brother would
tell what he knew ultimately led to his suicide. Carmelo Edmundo Villanueva told the Policia
Nacional del Peru (PNP) that the general had decided to take his life because he could no longer
endure the psychological harassment from unnamed individuals. Authorities said that, as the
person who allegedly provided state money to Montesinos, the general knew details about the
irregular sale of arms and ships.

Rescue commandos become fallen heroes
Probably the high point of Fujimori's ten-year presidency was the rescue operation that freed the
hostages being held by rebels of the Movimiento Revolucionario Tupac Amaru (MRTA) in April
1997 (see NotiSur, 1997-04-25). The army commandos who stormed the Japanese ambassador's
residence and rescued 72 hostages became instant heroes. But five years later, in a reversal that
has deeply divided Peruvians, prosecutor Richard Saavedra has filed homicide charges against 18
army officers for allegedly executing three rebels after they surrendered. The military, which was
accustomed to impunity under Fujimori, has strongly denied the charges, and military officials are
said to be outraged at the indictments, as are many Peruvians, who say the rebels got what they
deserved. The military maintained all 14 guerrillas were killed in initial bomb blasts and the ensuing
firefight. But a forensic report released in May showed eight of the bodies had execution-style shots
to the base of the neck. Seven had other bullet wounds, but the eighth had only the neck wound.
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Jose Barba Caballero, a lawmaker pushing for an amnesty for the commandos even before they go
to trial, says they may have committed "crimes in the heat of battle." But if any are convicted, "that
would turn yesterday's criminals into today's heroes and the heroes into criminals." Saavedra also
charged Montesinos with murder in the rescue operation, and Attorney General Nelly Calderon
said she would open an investigation into Fujimori's "presumed responsibility" for the rebels'
deaths. Relatives of the rebels and human rights groups hope the investigation will clearly implicate
Fujimori. Fujimori boasted of having personally planned the rescue operation, and, after it ended, he
put on a bulletproof vest and walked triumphantly among the bodies of the slain guerrillas.
"We believe there is a chain of command here and that it begins with Alberto Fujimori," said Gloria
Cano, a human rights lawyer representing families of some of the victims. The raid "may have
been militarily successful, and the soldiers who risked their lives in it heroes," said Hans Landolt, a
Peruvian human rights activist. "But in no way are they good soldiers if they follow illegal orders nor
are they heroes if, once the military operation ends, they execute their prisoners in cold blood."
On Aug. 26, Judge Guillermo Cabala ruled, in a petition filed in July by the Consejo Supremo de
Justicia Militar (CSJM), that the cases of 14 commandos would be transferred to a military court
because the alleged crime occurred during combat. At the same time, the court ruled that four
others accused in the deaths including Montesinos and Gen. Hermoza would be tried in a civilian
court because they were considered to have been "outside" the military operation. The decision
angered human rights groups who wanted all the cases handled by civilian courts. Cano said the
decision was a setback for justice and a political ploy to appease the military.
Francisco Soberon, director of the Coordinadora Nacional de Derechos Humanos (CNDDHH), said
the decision shows "that we have returned to the judiciary's old tradition in which all [human rights]
cases go to closed military courts."

Cardinal's call for pardons sets off political storm
Cardinal Juan Luis Cipriani, who was very close to the Fujimori administration, has found himself in
the middle of some of the human rights cases. Cipriani acted as a negotiator in the hostage standoff,
but his impartiality was questioned after the rescue (see NotiSur, 1997-05-23). In a television
interview on Aug. 26, Cipriani suggested that a commission be formed to recommend pardons for
persons caught up in the network of corruption under Fujimori and Montesinos. His suggestion
brought strong criticism from some people within the administration of President Alejandro Toledo
who said the cardinal was advocating impunity for people guilty of serious crimes.
"Before making calls in favor of impunity, one should call for the revitalization of the fight against
corruption," said Ronald Gamarra, Peru's prosecutor for human rights cases. "This is not a matter
of errors or sins. If it were, it would be up to Cardinal Cipriani to absolve them. This is a matter of
criminal responsibilities, and there are concrete charges with proof that these people committed
corrupt acts."
Bishop Luis Bambaren, president of the Conferencia Episcopal Peruana (CEP), disagreed with
Cipriani's proposal, saying that it was the cardinal's personal opinion and did not reflect the
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position of the Catholic Church in Peru. When, 48 hours after Cipriani made his suggestion, he
was subpoenaed to testify before the Corte Suprema de Justicia (CSJ) about one of the human
rights cases, it fed charges that he has political enemies within the Toledo administration. Alberto
Bustamante, a former justice minister and chief of the Cabinet, said in radio interviews that the
military had found the bodies of nine university students and a professor in July 1992, and Gen. Luis
Perez Documet asked Cipriani's advice on how to handle the incident. Those comments prompted
the request for Cipriani to testify. During a mass Aug. 30, Cipriani denied that he was ever told
about the deaths or that he knew the general. Meanwhile, the two principal opposition figures
accused the Toledo government of waging a smear campaign against the cardinal.
Alan Garcia, leader of the Alianza Popular Revolucionaria Americana (APRA), and Lourdes Flores
Nano of Unidad Nacional both spoke up for Cipriani. "They are trying to compromise the pastor
of the church in the coverup of a crime, and that seems like a real crime to me," said Garcia. He
said the government was trying to put up a smokescreen to distract attention from important
problems such as unemployment and misery. Flores said that the campaign against Cipriani comes
from the highest echelons of power, and she specifically mentioned first lady Elaine Karp, whose
attitude toward the cardinal had been "permanently hostile." Flores gave no evidence to support her
allegations about Karp.
A court official said Cipriani testified on Sept. 6 in the case. "Cipriani asked Judge Jose Lecaros
to hear his testimony early because he wanted to end speculation once and for all and get this
painful situation behind him," said the official, requesting anonymity. He did not give details about
Cipriani's testimony.

-- End --
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